Preparing for an Oil Spill
There are a number of things that we all can be doing right now while the oil spill continues to grow in the Gulf.

These pre-activities will help us be better prepared, and will help our natural areas even if the oil damage is minimal.

1) Shoreline Monitoring

When the oil blobs/sheen/mats start flowing this way, we need to know when they hit and where.  This information will help the hazmat teams direct resources to the problem areas and make sure they get cleaned up safely.

Coast Watchers Wanted: You can adopt a piece of shoreline now and do a pre-inspection.  FDOH is already doing this on the public beaches, but we need more eyes out there.  You will document that it doesn’t have oil now.   You will determine if it is in need a cleanup effort (see #2).  Lastly, once we hear that oil is expected to hit the loop current, you will go out periodically to see if oil has reached your area.
KeysSpill, with the help of Monroe County, has created this Coast Watcher map to help volunteers self-assign to coastal areas.  Choose as many squares that you are familiar with and would like to be responsible for looking after and email us the number on the square(s).  We will email you higher resolution aerials of the squares that you have requested.  We will have the map updated each day with a Blue Star to indicate which squares have Coast Watchers.
If you see oil, stay away from it and call1-866-448-5816.  
Report injured or oiled animals to the Wildlife Distress Hotline: 1-866-557-1401 

2) Shoreline Clean Up
It is much safer and easier to remove trash from natural areas before oil hits.  After oil has touched an area, that trash is considered toxic waste and can only be handled by HAZMAT trained folks and disposed of in certain ways.
Events Wanted:  We highly recommend organizing cleanup efforts because our shorelines need to be cleaned up anyway.  If you are thinking of hosting a cleanup, look at the Coast Watcher Map to find and area that hasn’t already been cleaned.  Next, download and follow this Coastal Cleanup Checklist to ensure a safe and beneficial clean up.  Lastly, send the event details to keysspill@aweber.com so we can post it on the website and get you more volunteers.  
3) Hair Boom Parties

Matter of Trust is a non-profit with a history of helping contain oil spills with human hair.  With their great instructional video, it is easy for volunteers to start creating “Hair Booms” that we can stockpile locally.   

Organizers Wanted:  You will need a large, covered area that hair and nylons can be brought/mailed to, that can accommodate “stuffing parties” and store the finished hair booms until they are needed.  There is already an organizing effort going on in Key West (see below), but we at KeysSpill are very interested in helping other Keys regions set up their own efforts - If you are interested in organizing, send us an email to diana2030@yahoo.com.  If you are interested in helping, please just stay tuned for “stuffing party” announcements.

Key West: Hair and nylons can be brought to Robbie’s Marina at 7281 Shrimp Rd on Stock Island.  Owner Michael Reckwert has donated space at his Marina for drop offs and soon to be announced “stuffing parties”.  People wanting to get involved in the organizing can meet at Sippins on Wed, May 12th (tomorrow) or contact Diana Dobson at the email above.
4) Donate Supplies
Our Wildlife Rehabber folks are getting prepared too and need many donations.  The link below gives a list of needed items for Key West Wildlife Center at Indigeonous Park.  Call your local wildlife rescue center to see what you can donate.  Even if the spill isn’t too bad, a lot of these supplies are needed anyway!
Supplies Wanted: Pet carriers (all sizes), 20-gallon waterproof bins (for bathing the birds -- each bird  requires at LEAST five fresh bins of about 20-gallons of water per bathing session), Kiddie pools that don't leak (for birds to bath in post-washing), Wood scraps (to make perches), Indoor/outdoor green carpet (to cover perches), Dawn dish soap (the original blue formula), Neoprene gloves or nitrile gloves, Sheets and towels (no blankets), Safety goggles, Saline for eyes flushes, Heating pads (NOT the ones with automatic turn-off), Fans (box and pedestal types), Q-tips, Pedialyte solutions, Body thermometers (the ones that go up to high -- birds' average body temp is 106 degrees F), Pepto bismal, Surplus hoses, hose nozzles, Waterproof thermometers for taking the temp of the water (must be 103-104 degrees for baths), Washcloths, Soft-sided playpens, Heat lamps/heat lamp bulbs, Clean cardboard boxes (large enough for birds), Sump pumps, Working water heaters (IF we need to do bathing)*And...an above ground pool (for holding contaminated water until Coast Guard can pick it up IF we must do the bathing process)*, Pop-up tents (to borrow IF needed)*


**Remember, when oil does reach us, all oil-contaminated materials may only be handled by trained, paid workers and not by volunteers.  BP will be providing local training through PEC/Premier Safety Management, stay tuned for more information on training courses.
